ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

of exactness the effect of the drug upon a
patient. A physician knows that any common
medicine does not have the same effect on any
two patients. Moreover, the action of a medi-
cine on the same patient at different times
under changed circumstances, which the phy-
sician cannot himself recognize, will be differ-
ent. But even to foretell the action of a drug
on a person's physical condition is simple as
compared with finding out the change in mental
attitude produced by any act. You can much
more easily tell the effect upon a man's body of
giving him a double quantity of whiskey than
the effect produced upon his mind or actions.
We know how impossible it is to predict with
any degree of certainty what will be a man's
thought, his conclusion, his action from almost
any argument that we may present, or any act
that we may perform. Because of this com-
plexity of human motives, social principles,
political principles, cannot be cut and counted
and determined as can physical laws. We do
use the expression, "a law of economics" or "a
law of politics." This means little more than
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